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Part I.  Teacher Orientation 
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Introduction 
 
Welcome to Maple Leaf Educational Systems and Tianjin TEDA Maple Leaf 
International School (the School).  This Teacher Orientation Manual is designed 
to provide you with information regarding Tianjin, Maple Educational Systems 
and its Schools, Students, Teachers, Policies, Procedures and other matters that 
will increase your understanding and assist in your adjustment to living in the 
Tianjin/TEDA area and teaching in the School. 

 
I. TEDA/ Tianjin Area 
 

A. Geography 
TEDA is located 180 kilometers southeast of Beijing on the east coast of the 
Bohai Bay on the Mainland of China and 50 kilometers east of Tianjin. Tianjin 
municipality occupies a total area of 11,760 square kilometers including 33 
square kilometers in TEDA, where the school is located and 48 square 
kilometers in West TEDA. Tanggu is a nearby commercial and tourist area 
just 6 kms from TEDA.    
 
B. Population 
Tianjin’s population is approximately 12.5 million.  TEDA has a population 
of 143,000 permanent residents and 329,300 employees. 
 
C. Economy 
Tianjin/TEDA is an important seaport, a center of industry, trade and tourism, 
and one of China’s 14 free economic zones.  In 1985 the Chinese government 
established Tianjin as a coastal “open city” with the independent right to 
import and export.  It was also granted special budget privileges and local 
administrative jurisdictions. Tianjin is ranked the 4th city among the top 50 
major cities in China in terms of economic strength. TEDA has been ranked 
Number 1 by the Ministry of Commerce China for the Best Economic 
Development Area for the last 9 years. 



  
Tianjin actively seeks to develop closer relationships with other countries and 
regions around the world.  The city has already established fraternal relations 
with cities from 6 countries including Canada, Japan, United States, France, 
Germany and Russia.   
 
Tianjin International Airport is one of the 16 international airports in China.  
Tianjin is connected directly by air to over 40 cities in China and around the 
world including: Shanghai (1.5 hours), Tokyo (2.75 hours), Seoul (1.75 hours) 
and Hong Kong (3 hours). 
 
 
 
D. Culture 
Tianjin is well known for Shiba Jie Mahua (fried twisted dough), Goubuli 
Baozi (steamed stuffed bun), Erduoyan Zhagao (fried red bean balls). Blessed 
with a variety of tourist attractions, Tianjin/TEDA is a good place to explore.  
The top ten attractions in Tianjin, known as Jinmeng Shijing, are GuWenhua 
Jie, Dagu Fort, Huangyaguan Great Wall, Dule Temple, Haihe River, Water 
Park, Panshan Mountain, Hotel Street and Food street, Culture Street, Tianjin 
TV and Radio Tower and Zhonghuan Cailan. The World’s 2nd largest Ferris 
Wheel is suspended over the river. 
Tanggu is also a picturesque area to be explored by foot or bicycle. Music, 
dance and traditional culture activities are readily available and happen 
throughout the year. 
 
E. Customs and Traditions 
Most Chinese people are courteous to foreigners.  They are generally curious 
but reserved until they see that you are friendly and open to them.  Some 
people will stare at you or gather around you when you are shopping and to 
see what you are doing or buying. Chinese people have different attitudes and 
ideas regarding different things because of their background, education and 
culture.  
 
F. Food and Drinks 
There are many excellent Chinese and western restaurants/pubs in TEDA, 
Tanggu and Tianjin. Many foreigners reside in TEDA, and many restaurants 
have menus that include English or pictures.  Tianjin/TEDA is well known 
for its seafood dishes, traditional Chinese cuisine, duck and hot pot.  In 
addition, in both TEDA and Tanggu western chain restaurants like 
McDonalds, KFC, Pizza Hut, Star Bucks, etc. are available. 
  
G. Shopping and Transportation 



Shopping in China is quite an experience.  One can bargain in most shops 
and stores except the larger department stores.  Sometimes one can beat the 
price by half or more.  There are several modern department stores and 
shopping malls in TEDA, Tanggu and Tianjin.  In addition to Chinese chain 
stores there are Walmarts from the USA, Carrifours from France, and Metros 
from Germany all located in Tianjin. Tesco, Renrenle, and Vanguard are two 
large grocery department stores that are conveniently located near the school. 
In addition to taxis and busses, a fast train is available from the nearby stops to 
Tanggu and Tianjin. The “Bullet” train to and from Beijing can be taken from 
Tanggu. (56 minutes!) 
 
H. Sports and Recreation 
There are several major sports facilities in TEDA and Tianjin.  Soccer is 
popular to play and to watch.  There are plenty of tracks, fields, and 
basketball courts around the community and, of course, on-site at the school 
campus. TEDA/Tanggu is a cyclist’s dream. Flat and easy to navigate, it is 
easy to get around.  Several ex-pat clubs for volleyball, rugby, ultimate and 
soccer are nearby. Tennis courts are both indoor and outdoor.  There is a nice 
Driving Range and Golf Course right in TEDA. Swimming pools and gyms 
are available in area hotels as well. 
 
 I.  History and Geography 

 During the Sui Dynasty, military campaigns prompted the development of 
Tianjin into a trading center. Until 1404, Tianjin was called "Zhigu" (�� ), or 
"Straight Port". In that year, the Emperor Yongle renamed the city Tianjin, 
literally "Heavenly Ford", to indicate that the Emperor (son of heaven) forded 
the river at that point. This is because he had indeed forded the river at Tianjin 
while on a campaign to wrest the throne from the reigning Emperor. 

The land where Tianjin is situated was created by sedimentation of various 
rivers entering the sea at Bohai Bay (��� ), including the Yellow River, 
which entered the sea in this area at one point. 

A fort was established at Tianjin, known as Dagu Fort, actually 50 kilometers 
east on the mouth of the Hai River. 

Tianjin was promoted to a prefecture in 1725. Tianjin County was established 
under the prefecture in 1731. 

In 1856, Chinese soldiers boarded The Arrow, a Chinese-owned ship 
registered in Hong Kong and flying the British flag. It was suspected of 
piracy, smuggling and of being engaged in the opium trade. They captured 12 
men and imprisoned them. In response, the British and French sent gunboats 
under the command of Admiral Sir Michael Seymour to capture the Dagu 



Fort (���� ) near Tianjin in May 1858. At the end of the first part of the 
Second Opium War in June of the same year, the Treaties of Tianjin were 
signed, which opened Tianjin to foreign trade. The treaties were ratified by 
the Emperor of China in 1860, and Tianjin was formally opened to the 
outside world. Between 1895 and 1900, Britain and France were joined by 
the empires of Japan, Germany and Russia, and even by countries without 
other Chinese concessions such as Austria-Hungary, Italy and Belgium, in 
establishing self-contained concessions in Tianjin, each with its own prisons, 
schools, barracks and hospitals. 

Today, Tianjin prefecture with Tanggu and TEDA enjoys major port status 
and is rapidly growing into a modern port and manufacturing area. 

TEDA is a well planned modern suburb of Tianjin with a growing 
infrastructure and increasing manufacturing capabilities.  The city boasts 
easy banking, shopping, and recreation. The future plans include the 
establishing of TEDA as a “Green” community utilizing the most current 
technologies for energy and utilities. 

 
 
J. Climate and Weather 

 
Tainjin and TEDA have a moderate climate, partly due to the influence of the 
sea.  In mid-summer, temperatures register in the 20-30’s range, some days 
with high humidity.  In the winter, temperatures generally hover near 0, 
although temperatures may drop to as low as -20 degrees C, with a strong 
wind from the North that produces a severe winter chill factor. TEDA’s 
average high and low temperatures for each month are as follows: 
 
 

Month High Low 
January   1ºC   -8ºC 
February   4ºC   -6ºC 
March  11ºC   0ºC 
April   20ºC      

8ºC 
May  27ºC              

14ºC 
June  31ºC   

19ºC 
July  31ºC   

23ºC 
August  30ºC  22 



22ºC 
September  26ºC    

17ºC 
October  20ºC     

9ºC 
November   10ºC    

1ºC 
December        3ºC  -5ºC 

 
(As provided by the Tianjin Weather Web Information) 

 
 The annual average days of precipitation are 79 and the annual average 
precipitation is 602.9 millimeters.  Frost-free season lasts between 180-200 
days/year.  The average relative humidity is 66%.  The average sunshine hours 
are 2500-2900/year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

II.   The School 

 
A.  Head Office  

 
Maple Leaf Educational Systems’ Head Office is located in the administrative 
wing of the second (and new) Jinshitan Campus. 

 
B.   Board of Directors – President and Vice-Presidents of Maple Leaf 
Educational Systems 

 
Mr. Sherman Jen 
Chief Executive Officer and President 
Mr. Sherman Jen is CEO and President of Maple Leaf Educational Systems. 
Mr. Jen’s vision has come to fruition. As a Chinese immigrant to Canada, he 
saw the need for education that would blend the traditional strengths of the 
Chinese system of education, i.e. dedication, commitment, respect, work 
effort, memorization, computational skills, etc. with the strengths of the 
Western system, i.e. higher-level thinking, problem-solving, creative 
writing, research skills, group discussion and decision-making practices, etc. 
He opened the Dalian Maple Leaf International School in 1995 with 14 



students enrolled. Mr. Jen approached British Columbia’s Ministry of 
Education regarding the possibility of inspecting and certifying his school in 
Dalian, China. Dalian Maple Leaf International School became the first pilot 
school for that which developed into British Columbia’s Offshore School 
Certification Program. Today Maple Leaf Educational Systems operates 17 
schools with over 6000 students enrolled. Mr. Jen has received numerous 
awards and honors, including Ten Top Outstanding Figures in Chinese 
National Independent Schools, Honorary Citizen of Dalian and Member of 
the Liaoning Provincial People’s Political Consultative Conference. 
 
Mr. James Beeke 
Director China Maple Leaf Educational Systems Board and BC 
Coordinator  
Mr. James Beeke is Vice-President and Superintendent of Schools for Maple 
Leaf’s British Columbia Programs. Mr. Beeke’s educational career spans 35 
years. It includes teaching and administrating elementary and high schools. 
He was a school principal for more than twenty years prior to entering 
British Columbia’s Ministry of Education as Deputy Inspector of 
Independent Schools. Mr. Beeke served as Deputy Inspector for two years 
and then as the Inspector of Independent Schools for seven years before 
retiring in June 2005. He commenced his Vice-Chair and Superintendent 
positions with Maple Leaf Educational Systems in August 2005. Mr. Beeke 
holds Bachelor (Education) and Masters (Education Leadership) degrees 
and has received Certificates of Recognition/Achievement from the Minister 
of Education of British Columbia, Canada and the Consul General of the 
People’s Republic of China in Vancouver. He is the author of several 
published textbooks and a frequent speaker at conferences and professional 
development seminars in North America, China and internationally. 
 
Susan Penner 
Vice-President and Superintendent of British Columbia Programs and 
BC Agent 
Susan Penner is the Executive Director for the Office of the Trade 
Commissioner for Education and Skills.  Since 1998 she has been the 
Inspector and Deputy Inspector of British Columbia Independent Schools and 
BC Offshore Programs and Executive Director of the Ministry’s K-12 
International Program.  Susan has been directly involved in education since 
1964 as teacher, principal and consultant for First Nations schools, public and 
independent schools and post secondary institutions, in Ontario, Manitoba, 
British Columbia and offshore.  She holds a Masters Degree in Educational 
Administration. 

 
In her work with the Ministry of Education she has been instrumental in 
developing quality standards for independent school online learning programs 



and certification standards for British Columbia Offshore Programs.  She has 
also been a motivational speaker for conferences and workshops in several 
provinces.  
 

  
Dr. Qi Hongshen  
Vice-President and Superintendent of Chinese Programs 
Dr. Qi majored in Chinese and earned his PhD in Education from Tianjin 
Nankai University. He also worked as a professor of Educational Studies 
and a mentor of PhD students there. For years, he has been actively involved 
in research and administration of foundational education and participated in 
the making of numerous national and local educational legislations. Dr. Qi is 
also the Chair of Liaoning Educational Development Association and 
Director of China Dictated History Research Centre. Dr. Qi provides legal 
advice to the Board and is responsible for the assessment of policy 
execution. 

 
Mr. Li Wanqing  
Vice-President and Director of Building of Properties  
Mr. Li is Vice-President and Director of Buildings and Properties. He has 
served as a Vice-Chair since 1995. Prior to this, Mr. Li served as Vice 
Secretary-General of CCPC Shijiazhuan Committee, Director General of 
Shijiazhuang Foreign Economical Trading Bureau and Director and General 
Manager of Sherman Real Estate Development Co. Ltd. 

 
 
 
 

Ms. Zhang Jingxia 
Vice-President and Chief Financial Officer 
Ms. Zhang is Vice-President and CFO for Maple Leaf Educational Systems.  
She has a strong background in financial management and accounting.  
Prior to joining Maple Leaf, Ms. Zhang worked in Jilin Province Dunhua 
City Pharmacy Factory as Director of Finance.  She has been a Director 
and Financial Executive Officer since 1995. 
 

 
C. Mission Statement and Goals 

 
Maple Leaf Educational Systems’ mission is to provide quality educational 
programs from pre-school through university that blend the strengths of East 
and West in education. The programs offered incorporate a strong work 
ethic, strict discipline, memorization skills, and a drive for excellence 
developed over a millennium in China's educational system. This is blended 



with a western educational program that incorporates a wide variety of 
teaching strategies and learning activities, such as listening, seeing, doing, 
speaking, discussing, reading, writing, analyzing and creating.  Higher 
level thinking skills, problem-solving approaches and group work are 
thoroughly employed. Maple Leaf’s educational programs are implemented, 
policies administered, student discipline exercised and school environments 
generated that promote healthy student development academically, 
spiritually, emotionally, mentally and physically.   

 
Maple Leaf Educational Systems’ goals are to blend the best of the East and West and 
provide an excellent quality educational program which prepares its students, 
regardless of race, colour or country of origin, for the international world of 
tomorrow. 

 
D. Programs 

 
Maple Leaf’s Foreign Nationals School (K-9) and its High Schools (grades 
10-12) offer British Columbia, Canada programs, taught entirely in English by 
British Columbia certified teachers.  These programs are inspected annually, 
on-site and are certified by the Ministry of Education of British Columbia.   
Students are enrolled as British Columbia students.  Students in these schools 
complete the same courses, meet the same learning outcomes, and are assessed 
in the same manner according to the same standards.  High school students 
write the same provincial examinations and graduate with the same British 
Columbia high school “Dogwood” diploma as students residing in British 
Columbia, Canada. 
 
In addition, Chinese students complete extra Chinese courses, such as 
Chinese, History, Geography, Political Science and Chinese Language, and 
graduate with a Chinese high school diploma.  These Maple Leaf programs 
meet all British Columbia curriculum and Offshore School Program standards, 
as well as the inspection requirements of China’s Education Authorities.  
Chinese as a second language (CSL) is provided for foreign students. 

 
Maple Leaf’s Chinese Elementary (K-6) and Middle (grades 7-9) Schools 
offer quality Chinese programs that are inspected and certified by 
appropriate Chinese Education Authorities. English as a second language 
(ESL) is provided. 

 
E. Brief Overview and History 

 
Maple Leaf Educational Systems is a rapidly growing educational firm in 
the People's Republic of China. It has grown from one school with 14 
students fourteen years ago, to operating Pre-schools, Primary Schools, 
Middle Schools, High Schools, Foreign Nationals Schools and a 



Post-secondary Institute of Technology in Dalian, Wuhan, Tianjin (TEDA), 
and Chongqing, China.  

Currently more than 7500 students are enrolled in Maple Leaf schools. More 
than 860 teachers and 1100 staff (including teachers) are employed by 
Maple Leaf Educational Systems. Approximately 227 of the teachers 
employed are British Columbia, Canada certified. There are 261 western 
teachers in total. There are 19 Maple Leaf Educational Systems campuses.  

 
1995 

·  Founder and headmaster, Mr. Sherman Jen, opened Dalian Maple 
Leaf International School, enrolling 14 high school students 

·  Jinshitan site secured. 
1998 

·  Dalian Maple Leaf International School is inspected and certified as 
British Columbia's first Offshore School Program 

2001 
·  Opening of second campus in Kaifaqu 

2003 
·  Opening of Maple Leaf Educational Systems Main Office Building 

(which currently also houses the Maple Leaf Institute of 
Technology) 

·  Opening of Daheishi (Black Mountain) Campus 
2004 

·  Opening of Maple Leaf Institute of Technology (in cooperation with 
BCIT) 

·  Opening of Maple Leaf Kindergarten [Pre-School] (in cooperation 
with Learning Vision: Singapore) 

2006 
·  Opening of newly-renovated campus for the Dalian Foreign 

Nationals School (February) 
·  Opening of Shenyang Maple Leaf International School 

   2007 
�  Opening of Wuhan Maple Leaf International School 

 
    2008 

�  Opening of Tianjin TEDA Maple Leaf International School 
�  Completion of Wuhan Maple Leaf International School’s Secondary 

campus 
 
 
      2009  

�  Opening of the Chongqing Maple Leaf International School 
�  Opening of Dalian Maple Leaf International School – Jinshitan’s 

second campus 
�  Head office transfers to Jinshitan site. 

 
 

School Uniqueness 



·  Inspected and certified by British Columbia, Canada and Chinese 
Ministries of Education. 

·  Students are enrolled as both British Columbia and Chinese students. 
·  Grade 12 students graduate with both British Columbia and Chinese 

high school diplomas. 
·  Educational Program that blends the strengths of East and West. 
·  Only British Columbia, Canada certified K-12 educational program 

in China and the world. 
 
 

F.  Canadian (BC) and Chinese School Program Certification 
 

British Columbia, Canada Ministry of Education Certification 
Requirements include such items as: 
 

·  All courses are taught in English. 
·  Principal and teachers are all British Columbia certified. 
·  Instruction meets subject time requirements. 
·  Courses meet specified learning outcomes. 
·  Official British Columbia student records are maintained. 
·  There are sufficient courses to enable students to meet all grade 

10-12 requirements. 
·  British Columbia’s Performance Standards are used in K-9 student 

assessment. 
·  Grade 10 -12 students write all British Columbia Provincial 

Examinations.  
·  The schools must pass rigorous, annual, on-site inspections by 

British Columbia’s Ministry of Education. 
·  Inspectors review includes: 

       - Course overviews 
      - Teachers' daily lesson plans 
      - Student assessments 
      - Classroom resources/facilities 
      - Student work samples 

·  Inspectors review administrative practices, teacher certification and 
student records. 

 
Chinese Provincial Education Commission Certification  
Requirements include such items as: 
 

·  Chinese courses are taught in Mandarin by Chinese certified 
teachers. 

·  There is a Chinese certified principal 
·  Chinese courses must meet provincial standards. 
·  There is approval of equivalency credits for British Columbia 

courses. 
·  Satisfactory student attitude, discipline and work ethic is shown. 
·  Dual certification with a foreign country is new in China; it is a New 

Reform Program. 



·  The schools are approved by National, Provincial and Municipal 
governments. 

 
G. School Insignia 
The school insignia incorporates the Canadian aboriginal killer whale which 
speaks of beauty and happiness to people in Canadian folklore, with a red 
maple leaf, that symbolizes friendship, peace, and happiness. 

 
 

H. School Song (see attachment #1) 
The words of the school song were written by CEO and President Mr. 
Sherman Jen.  It reflects the spirit of the school.  Mr. Joel Martineau 
translated the words.  Wen Feng composed the music. The tune is up beat, 
energetic and welcoming. Teachers are encouraged to sing the school song 
with the students at the Flag Raising Ceremony every Monday morning. 
 
I. Maple Leaf Educational Systems’ Schools 

 
Dalian Maple Leaf International School: High School- Grades 10-12 (2 
Jinshitan Campuses) 

·  English program taught by BC-certified teachers. 
·  Inspected annually, on-site and certified by British Columbia’s (BC) 

Ministry of Education. Students are registered as BC students and 
write the same Grade 10, 11 and 12 BC examinations as resident 
students in BC and graduate with the same BC Ministry of Education 
transcripts and graduation (Dogwood) diploma as resident students 
in BC.  

·  Over 2,900 students currently enrolled. 
·  Has split male and female campuses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dalian Maple Leaf Foreign Nationals School (Dalian and Kaifaqu) 

·  KG-Grade 9 English program is taught by British Columbia, Canada 
certified teachers.  

·  Inspected and certified by British Columbia's Ministry of Education. 
·  Approximately 200 students are currently enrolled.    
·  Chinese as second language (CSL) instruction is offered. 

 
 
Dalian Maple Leaf International School:  Daheishi Campus 
Middle school (Grades 7-9) program. 



·  Chinese program with ESL. 
·  Approximately 1,000 students. 

 
Dalian Maple Leaf International School:  Kaifaqu Campus 

·  Elementary: Kindergarten - Grade 6 program. 
·  Chinese program with ESL. 
·  Approximately 700 students. 

 
Dalian Maple Leaf Pre-School  

·  Chinese program with integration of English.  
·  Offered in partnership with Learning Vision from Singapore. 
·  Wide variety of learning activities and experiences. 

 
 

Maple Leaf Institute of Technology: Post-Secondary Programs 

·  Post-secondary programs 
·  Programs in partnership with British Columbia Institute of 

Technology (BCIT)  
·  Currently housed in Maple Leaf Educational Systems main office 

building 
 
 

Wuhan Maple Leaf International School 
�  Foreign Nationals grades K-9 (BC Program) – 40 students 
�  High School ESL and grades 10-12 (BC Program ) –800 students            

 
Tianjin TEDA Maple Leaf International School 

�  K – 9   Chinese program with ESL teaching at each grade- 400 
students 

�  High School ESL and grades 10-12 (BC Program ) – 400 students 
 

ChongQing Maple Leaf International School 
�  High School ESL and grades 10-12 (BC Program ) 

 
 

III.  The Students 

 
Students are Special 

 
·  Taught and assessed by British Columbia, Canada certified teachers. 
·  Assessed in the same manner and on the same curriculum learning 

outcomes as students resident in British Columbia. 



·  Write the same provincial examinations as all resident students in British 
Columbia. 

·  Exams are invigilated by British Columbia-certified teachers under a 
supervising British Columbia-certified principal. 

·  Exams are evaluated by working teams of teachers in British Columbia.  
·  Graduates receive the same British Columbia Ministry of Education official 

transcript of marks and high school Graduation (Dogwood) Diploma as any 
resident student graduating in British Columbia, Canada. 

·  For the last three years, Maple Leaf's Grade 12 students' average scores on 
British Columbia, Canada's Grade 12 Provincial Examinations have been 
higher than the average scores of students residing in British Columbia in 
Mathematics, Geography, Mandarin, Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 

 
 
 
 
 
University Recruitment of Maple Leaf’s Grade 12 Students  
 
Maple Leaf’s Grade 12 graduates are recruited by Western Universities 
because: 

 
·  Numbers of High School Graduates – more than 560 in June 2008, 

growing to approximately 2,000 per year in five years 
·  Interest in Western Universities – nearly 100% of Maple Leaf’s high 

school students will enroll in western universities or colleges 
·  English Proficiency – All grade 10-12 courses are conducted and 

completed in English and all British Columbia provincial 
examinations are written in English 

·  Exposure to Western Teaching Strategies - Grade 10-12 courses are 
taught by British Columbia, Canada certified teachers who 
incorporate a wide variety of western teaching strategies, e.g., 
critical analysis, creative writing, group discussion, hands-on 
activities, individual research, higher-level thinking assignments, etc. 

·  Western High School Diploma and Transcript – Universities can 
access the same British Columbia, Canada Ministry of Education 
records, exam marks and transcripts as they do for any British 
Columbia resident student 

·  Issuance of Study Permits/Student Visas to Canada – This process 
has proven successful due to an agreement between British 
Columbia Citizenship and Immigration Canada to streamline the 
issuance of study permits/student visas to Canada for graduates from 
British Columbia-certified high schools.  More than 95 percent of 
Maple Leaf’s high school graduates, who apply, successfully obtain 
study permits/student visas to Canada.   

 
In November 2005, nineteen western universities attended Maple Leaf’s 
Student Recruitment Fair held at the Dalian Maple Leaf International 
School:  Jinshitan Campus to recruit grade 12 students.  In 2008, 54 



universities and colleges attended the Student Recruitment Fair.  The 
University of Alberta offered more than $300,000 (CAD) or 2.1 million 
RMB in scholarships to Maple Leaf Grade 12 students in 2006. 

 
Graduates 

To date, graduates from Dalian Maple Leaf International School have 
been accepted/enrolled into the following Universities and Colleges: 
 
86 Western Universities/college located in Canada, United States, United 
Kingdom, Australia, Switzerland, New Zealand. 

 
Acadia University 
University of Alberta 
Arizona State University 
University of Auckland 
Australia University 
Bath University 
Birmingham University 
Bradford University 
Brandon University 
British Columbia Institute of Technology 
University of British Columbia 
Boston University 
Brock University 
Bournemouth University 
California State University 
Cambridge University 
Camosun College 
University College of the Cariboo 
Carleton University 
Copenhagen University 
Dalhousse University 
Dawson College 
University of Durham 
Emory University 
Fanshawe College 
University of Flinders 
Florida University 
University College of the Fraser Valley 
George Brown University 
Georgia College 
Glion Institute of Higher Learning 
University of Guelph 
University of Hertfordshire 
Humber College 
Lampton College 
Langara College 
Leeds University 
University of Liverpool 



Macquarie University 
Malaspina University College 
University of Manitoba 
McGill University 
McMaster University 
McQuarrie University 
Melbourne University 
Michigan State University 
Missouri State University 
Moncton University College 
University of New Brunswick 
New York Fashion Institute 
New York State University 
Niagara University College 
Northern Alberta Institute of Technology 
University of Nottingham 
Okanagan University College 
University of Ottawa 
Pennsylvania State University 
Purdue University 
University of Queensland 
Ryerson Polytechnic University 
Saint Mary’s University 
Seneca University College 
Shannon University 
Sheffield University 
Simon Fraser University 
Southern California University 
St. Andrews University 
St. Clairs University 
Swiss Hotel and Tourism Institute 
University of Sydney 
Sydney University of Technology 
University of Texas 
Thompson River University 
University of Toronto 
Trinity Western University 
University of Victoria 
University of Waikato 
Warwick University  
University of Washington 
University of Waterloo 
Western Kentucky University 
University of Western Ontario 
University of Windsor 
Wisconsin University 
University of Wollongong 
York University 
 
3  Japanese, Korean and Singapore Universities: 
 
Sophia University 
Seoul University 



Temasek Polytechnic 
 
11   Chinese Universities: 
 
Beijing University of Medicine 
Dalian Foreign Languages University 
Dalian University of Technology 
Fudan University 
Hai Sho University 
University of International Business and Economics 
Peking University 
Shanghai Jiaotong University 
Tsinghua University 
Xi’an University 
Zhejiang University 
 

IV. Teachers 

 
Chinese Teachers 
There are more than 600 Chinese teachers teaching all subjects, including ESL 
English.  Most of these teachers work in the Daheishe Junior High , Kaifaqu 
Elementary School and Tianjin TEDA K-9  campuses.  About 25 Chinese 
teachers also work at the Dalian Maple Leaf Senior High School teaching 
Chinese Language, Geography, History, and Political Science and another15 
teaching ESL English and CSL Chinese.  These teachers were selected from 
all over the country.  They require a minimum education of a Bachelor’s 
Degree.   The Chinese teachers, who are homeroom teachers and counselors, 
start each morning at six o’clock, when students get up for morning exercises, 
and work together with them until nine o’clock at night when they finish with 
their evening self-studies in the classrooms.  The female/male teacher ratio is 
6/4.  The average age is 30-35 years old. 
 
Western (“Canadian”) Teachers 
There are approximately 261 western teachers working in Maple Leaf 
Schools.  They fall into six categories: 
 
A. Academic Teachers 

Most of these 227 are teachers who teach BC academic subjects, such as 
mathematics, chemistry, physics, biology, drama, physical education, etc.  
They are certified British Columbia teachers as is required by BC Offshore 
School Program Agreement. 

B. ESL Teachers at Tianjin TEDA 



Approximately 5 BC teachers with ESL certificates provide intensified 
ESL courses for one year before the students can be tested to enter into the 
BC Grade 10 Program using the BC curriculum.  They are required to 
hold a minimum of a Bachelor’s Degree. 

C. ESL Teachers in Tianjin TEDA Elementary School 
There are approximately 5 ESL teachers working from Kindergarten to 
Grade 9.  Their goal is to prepare their students so that their English 
proficiency would be sufficient to enter the High School (Grade 10) 
program when they graduate from Grade 9.  These ESL teachers, from 
Canada and other English speaking countries, are working with Chinese 
teachers of English.  Each class has 10 periods of English per week 
taught by both Canadian and Chinese trained teachers. 

D. Library 
There is one Canadian Teacher Librarian and a Library Technician 
working together with Chinese Librarians in the Tianjin School libraries. 
 
 

E. Administrators 
These are the following BC administrators: 
1 – Superintendent of Schools:  BC Program 
1 – BC Principal 
1 – BC Head Teacher/ESL Director 

 
Curriculum 
A. Senior High School 

BC Curriculum is used from Grade 10 to Grade 12 for all academic 
subjects.  The focus is to ensure high school graduation status that will 
enable students to graduate with a BC high school Graduation “Dogwood” 
Certificate and to enter directly into foreign universities. 
 
Curriculum in some areas will be expanded to increase its relevance to 
Chinese students.  Teachers must recognize that material presented must 
be sensitive to the Chinese culture.  For example, the heavy Canadian 
component of the Social Studies curriculum will be broadened to include 
North American or Western history as well. 
According to an agreement between the Tianjin Education Bureau and BC 
Ministry of Education, both education authorities recognize each other’s 
courses in order for the graduates to get both Canadian and Chinese 
diplomas. 
 
Senior High ESL Program    A well organized and structured one year 
ESL program with clearly defined outcomes in the five ESL levels is 
offered.  The intensified ESL program provides language training 
incorporated into the academic component of the school.  



 
For a concise High School Curriculum Overview, see Attachment #2. 

 
B. Junior High and Elementary 

Junior High and Elementary School follow the Chinese standard 
curriculum.   Teachers working in these schools follow the guidelines 
established by the Chinese education authority.  English textbooks used 
are Cambridge English for Young Learners and Maple Leaf English for 
Young Learners for Elementary students.  The Look Ahead and Maple 
Leaf English for Young Adults are used for Junior High students. 

IV. Policies and Contractual Agreements 

 
Health Care 
All foreign teachers working at Maple Leaf School are insured by the school 
through TieCare International, Inc.  Our policy with TieCare has an 
emergency dental coverage, as well.  The TieCare approved hospitals in 
TEDA are: TEDA International Cardiovascular Hospital (1st Floor, 61 Third 
Avenue, TEDA) and Huada Hospitals System (1st Floor, Jiafu Yuan, 2nd 
Avenue, TEDA), and the dental clinic is Tiajin Aichi International Dental 
Center (4th Floor, Yun Xiang Mansion, No. 72-74 Xi Kang Road, He Ping 
District). Teachers may also be able to retain their BC provincial health 
coverage for one year (for those who come from the province of BC). 
Holidays 
Teaching staff will observe winter and summer vacations, National Day break 
and May Day break, and Christmas and New Years Day (see school calendar – 
attachment #3). 
Income Tax Consequences 
The income tax consequences will not be the same for all teachers.  
Accordingly, teachers are advised to consult with their professional advisors 
regarding tax consequences applicable to them.  In general, the following 
comments regarding income tax consequences can be made: 

1. China applies a progressive income tax against personal salaries 
and wages, but at rates much lower than those applied in Canada.  
Following is the tax rates in China: 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Tax Rate (%)      Annual Income 
Free     Lower than ¥ 48,000 
10     ¥ 48,000 - $ 12,000 CDN 
15     $ 12,000 CDN - $ 18,000 

CDN 
20     $ 18,000 CDN - $ 48,000 

CDN 
25     $ 48,000 CDN - $ 65,000 

CDN 



2. When in China, foreign teachers’ income tax should be paid in 
accordance with PRC Law of Income Tax and its Implementation 
Ordinance. That is, foreign teachers’ monthly salary should be 
converted into Chinese Yuan (RMB) at the pay day by the 
exchange rate of the same day and the amount of income tax 
should be worked out in accordance with the above list if the 
monthly salary exceeds 4000 RMB. 

3. A teacher who continues to be a Canadian resident for income tax 
purpose is required to pay the Chinese income tax and is also 
subject to Canadian income tax, but would receive a tax credit in 
Canada for the tax paid in China. 

4. A teacher who becomes a non-resident for income tax purposes 
would be subject only to Chinese income tax. 

5. For a teacher who continues to be a Canadian resident for income 
tax purposes, the teacher’s Canadian house would continue to 
maintain its tax-free capital gain principal residence status. 

 
 
 
 

 
Teacher Investment Program 
 
In addition to salary, Maple Leaf provides an additional 3% - 10% for teachers 
teaching 3 to 10 or more years in one of the Maple Leaf Schools.  For an 
overview of the Teacher/Investment Program see Attachment #4.  

 

VI. New Western Teachers’ Orientation 

 
Before arriving in China 
A. The following items are difficult to find or expensive to purchase in China 

and you may wish to bring them with you: 
 

·  Basic medications – Tylenol, cold, flu, Neo Citron, anti-diarrhea 
tablets, minor wounds ointment, insect repellant, contraceptives, yeast 
infection kit, children’s medications, etc. 

·  Some personal hygiene items – e.g. deodorant, tampons (OBs are 
available.), etc. 

·  Some food cooking supplies are difficult to find in China – e.g. spices, 
baking powder, coffee, etc. Many are now available in the western 
stores. 



·  English-Mandarin dictionary or phrase book (We highly recommend 
the Oxford Beginners Chinese English dictionary – 1/2 English, 1/2 
Pinyin.) 

·  Teaching materials, resources, etc. (Bring with you, as the boxes you 
ship don’t get here until mid-October!) 

·  Teacher plan book 
 

B. Shipped boxes will likely arrive some weeks after you do – bring 
critical necessities with you! 

 
C. Upon arrival it will be necessary to purchase some basic household 

supplies. A group shopping trip to local shopping areas will be scheduled 
for your second day with a guide/translator to purchase additional items. 

 
D.  Maple Leaf’s Vancouver Office will assist you with: 

·  Chinese VISA application and issuance. 
·  Airline ticket issuance  
·  Shipment of personal/school items 
·  Other instructions and helpful information – Your prompt response 

to any requests from our Vancouver Office is appreciated. 
Contact information for the Vancouver Office: 
Manager:  Don Currie 
Secretary:  Helen Wei 
Address:  400 – 601 West Broadway 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada  V5Z 4C2 
Phone:  (604) 669-5995 
Fax:  (604) 669-8676 
E-mail:  don@mapleleafschools.com 

 
E. July Meeting 

For those who can attend, Don Currie provides a pre-arrival orientation 
meeting for new teachers in Vancouver late July or early August.  Details 
are communicated via e-mail to all new teachers. 

 
Upon Arrival in China 

 
A.  Teachers flying to Beijing en-route to Tianjin/TEDA will leave Canada 

August 18th and arrive in Tianjin via a bus from Beijing.  You will be 
met by school staff at the Beijing Airport and provided with 
transportation to your accommodation. 

 
B.  August Orientation Activities when you first get to China include such 
items as: 

·  Apartment selection 



·  Shopping busses daily to city centers 
·  Health check-up, visa, blue book procedures, PSB check-in 
·  Banks: China Citic Bank (Your Canadian bank card will work at 

HSBC, major credit cards at the main Bank of China) 
 

C. First week’s professional activities include: 
Aug. 19 – 21 Check-in at PSB, Medical Checks, New Staff Orientation 
August 24-26 Professional Development 
August 27-28 Staff Prep/Work days 
August 31  Classes begin 
September 1 Flag Ceremony 

D.  Who to go to for advice: 
i. Teachers are expected to comply with the law of China and to 
respect Chinese culture and customs.  If you are unsure about a 
Chinese law or regulation, please feel free to contact Mr. Qian at 
Dalian, Vice-Headmaster, who is an experienced lawyer in China and 
legal advisor for the school. 
ii. Foreign Secretary 
For most of western teachers’ required documents, such as visa, expert 
certification, residency permit, and other related items, see the Foreign 
Secretary on your campus.  In the absence of the Foreign Secretary, 
the Principal’s secretary can also assist. 
 
iii. General Affairs Secretary 
For questions/concerns regarding housing and accommodation, 
maintenance and repairs, see the General Affairs Office and/or 
apartment manager. 
iv. Accounting Clerk 
If you have payments to make, questions regarding your salary, etc. see 
the Finance Office. 
v. Contract Matters 
If you have any questions about your contract, contact your principal 
or the Superintendent of Schools, BC Program. 
vi. For all these and other questions/concerns please feel free to consult 
other teachers who have lived in China and worked at the school for a  
longer time.  Also feel free to contact your administrator for  
assistance. 

 
        Living in China 

 
      A.  Banking 

Many banks in TEDA are set up to service foreign bank cards. All banks issue 
bank/credit cards and provide banking machines (although there are not as 
many as in Canada and the United States).   



Note: Current $1 (CAD) is worth approximately 5.5 Chinese RMB. 
 

      B.   Hospitals 
According to the School’s Tie Care Medical Insurance Agreement, all 
western/foreign teachers should go to their designated hospital for medical 
assistance.  The designated hospital employs doctors trained in Chinese 
Medicine or Western Medicine, who can communicate in English.  The 
facilities and services offered in this hospital are first rate.  Special doctors 
and experts are in charge of medical service for our foreign teachers (see 
section 5.1 for more information). 
 

C.  Shopping In Tianjin/TEDA/Tanggu 

A nice place to shop in TEDA is in the mall just past Tesco.  It is about a 
3km walk from school, or if you take a taxi just say, “Le Go” and they will 
take you to the main entrance of Tesco (a large grocery/department store). 
You may wish to take bus 936 for 1.5 RMB instead. Get off at Dicos and turn 
left (south) on the main road you just passed.  Here you can buy articles at set 
prices.  There is a Starbucks and KFC in the same area. 
 
Closer to the school is a Grocery Store called Ren Ren Le which sells food 
and household items. In this same area is also a cosmetics/pharmacy called 
Watson’s. There is also a KFC and a McDonald’s in this same strip of shops. 
If you would like to mingle more with the local people and bargain for your 
articles you can go to the market just north of 3rd avenue by the Vanguard 
grocery store. In this market you’ll find fresh fruit and vegetables, meat, 
poultry and fish. In the streets surrounding the market, you’ll see people 
selling kabobs, stores selling soup and dumplings, about a dozen hair salons, a 
massage parlor, stationary shops and places that sell pails, blankets and 
household stuff. 
. 
Two small western food stores are called Opus and Times Grocery. They sell 
food from home when you just need to eat western, but they are pricier than 
Tesco and Ren Ren Le. 
 
Tanggu is a larger city about a 15RMB taxi ride or 1.5 RMB bus ride away. 
You can get on bus 936, and it will take you all the way into Tanggu – about 
20 minutes or so, depending on traffic. You may also take the LRT (Qing Gui) 
to get to Tanggu. While in Tanggu, enjoy the many shops along the walking 
street - and, well, pretty much everywhere in Tanggu. Or, if you’re tired of 
shopping, find the river and walk along the boardwalk and picnic on one of the 
benches there. 
 



Shopping in Tianjin can also be an adventure. Getting to Tianjin is done easily 
by taking the Qing Gui and getting off at the last station in Tianjin or by taking 
bus number 605 at the corner of our school and the hospital. Enjoy Metro (like 
Costco in Canada). Visit Carrefour to find your good cheeses. Find Golden 
Street (Jinjie) on HePing Lu to shop with the masses, or travel to Da Hu Tong 
(bus 605 last stop) to barter in a Chinese mall. 

            D.  Transportation 

Beijing is home to one of the 16 international airports in China.  It is easy to 
fly in and out of Beijing and Tianjin, though there are no flights between 
Beijing and Tianjin.  From Tanggu, railways also run to Shenyang, Beijing, 
Dalian, Changchun, Harbin and many other cities in China.  Across the 
Bohai Sea, one can get to Dalian by ship. 

 
E.  Night Life 

There are several bars in TEDA. The Dublin, O’Leary’s, The Wei Hai, and 
Jacky’s have a neighbourhood pub feel while Soho’s is a dance club. 
 

F.  Churches 
TEDA International Fellowship meets at the TEDA International Hotel at 
10am on Sundays. Bring your passport. 

 
G.  Map of Tianjin 

A map is available at local hotels. 
E.  Translated Menu: 

A Reference of Chinese Food – see Attachment #5. 
 

 
VII. School Particulars 

A.  School Contacts 

The following contact telephone numbers may be useful when you come to 
work at Tianjin TEDA Maple Leaf International School.  Each year every 
staff member will receive a complete contact phone list.  Numbers helpful 
during orientation are: 

1.  School Office – Secretaries are English speaking  
             6200-1919 
2.  BC Principal’s Office     6200-1920  
3.  Head Teacher’s Office    6622-6486   
 

       B.    “Western /Canadian” Teacher Dress Code   
As a private school there is an expectation that all staff dress to an appropriate 
standard.  Professional, clean, and attractive clothing is expected.  The 
following dress code will apply to all western teachers. 



·  Men 
1) Normal Wear – Dress shirt and tie (suit or sport jacket is 

optional), long pants and dress shoes 
2) Summer Wear – Sport shirt (with collar) or golf shirt, 

long pants 
·  Women 

Dress, skirt and blouse (with shoulders covered), dress pants, 
sweater, and dress shoes 

·  PE Teachers 
Sweat suit or tracksuit and running shoes are permissible. 

 
·  Prohibited Items: Shorts, cut-offs, jeans, slippers, immodest dress, 

shocking hairstyles, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Maple Leaf School Song  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	 	 	 Tianjin TEDA Maple Leaf International School 
���� ���� Program of Studies Summary 

 
The high school (Grades 10-12) program of studies at TTMLIS is inspected and 
certified by the Ministry of Education, British Col umbia, Canada. This 
certification includes such items as: 
  

ATTACHMENT #2 
 



All courses are taught in English. 
Principal and all teachers are BC Certified. 
All programs meet instructional time requirements and provincial learning outcomes. 
Sufficient courses are provided to enable students to graduate from Grade 12. 
All students must write all Grade 10, 11 and 12 provincial examinations. 
School must pass rigorous, annual, on-site inspections by British Columbia’s Ministry 

of Education to ensure that all standards are met. 
 
 
British Columbia’s Ministry of Education website: www.bced.gov.bc.ca 
 
Click on “For Education Purposes.” 
Select “Independent Schools.” 
Select “Off Shore Schools” (for more informational details). 
 
The following directions will allow you to access the Provincial Learning 
Outcomes (PLO) as prescribed by the British Columbia’s Ministry of Education:  
www.bced.gov.bc.ca 
 
Click on “For Educational Professionals.” 
Click on “K—12 Curriculum & Learning Resources.” 
Select “Learning Outcomes.” 
Select “Grade Selection” (Textbooks, etc). 
 
Courses of Study Currently available at TTMLIS: 
English 10,11        Marketing 12 
Communications 11       Art 11 
Mandarin 10,11        Physical Education 10,11 
CSL 11 
Social Studies 10,11 
Science 10 
Physics 11 
Chemistry 11 
Biology 11 
Principals of Mathematics 10,11 
Information Technology 10 
Fine Arts/Drama 10 
VAM 10 
Planning 10 



Attachment #3 
TTMLIS Calendar for 2009-2010 

August 19    New Foreign Teachers arrive 

August 19 – 21   New Foreign Teachers Orientation, PSB, Medical, etc 

August 24 – 28   All BC Staff Pro-D  

August 31    School Starts 

September 1   Opening Ceremony of the new school year 

September 10   Teachers’ day celebration 

September 11   Terry Fox Run 

September 26 (Sat.)  School in session – follow Sept. 28 timetable 

September 28 – Oct. 4  National Holiday break 

October 5    School resumes 

October 12    Thanksgiving day – school in session 

October 16    2nd Annual Sports Meet 

October 22    Halloween Dance (BC Program) 

October 23    Flea market (Elementary & Middle School) 

November 2 – 5   Mid-term exams 

November 6   ESL & Grade 10 Open House day 

November 21   Grade 11s to DMLIS’ Recruitment Fair 

November 28   Grade 11 Parents Meeting 

December 9   Memorial Run 

December 23   Christmas Activity 

December 24   Winter Show 

December 25   Christmas Break 

December 28   School Resumes 

December 30   Staff New Year’s Party 

January 1    New Year’s holiday 

January 4    School Resumes 

January 8, 11, 12   High School Mid-term Exams 

January 13 - 15   Teachers on – Pro-D 

January 16    Winter Vacation begins 

February 21   BC Teachers back to campus 

February 22   School Resumes – BC Program 

March 18    Chinese Knowledge Contest for Middle School & High School 

April 14 – 16   BC Program Mid-term Exams 

April 24 (Sat.)   School in session – follow May 7th timetable 

April 25 – May 2   May Day holiday 

May 3    School resumes 

May 10- 31   English Arts Festival 

May 17 – 21   International Students’ Chinese Speech Competition 

June 21- 25   BC Program Exams (provincial & class) 

July 1    Canadian BC Teachers’ Summer Vacation starts 


